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Abnormal loads

It is inevitable that one day you will be asked to 
transport something longer or wider than usual e.g. 
a length of 600mm diameter pipe, or a sheet of 8’x4’ 
plywood. You must still make sure that you don’t forget 
the basics in respect of safe loads. 

Details of overhanging and projecting load requirements 
are show on the diagrams below. Whilst the diagrams 
below show a 3,500kg dropside vehicle, the projecting 
measurements are relevant to all commercial vehicles. 
Ensure all lights including outlying markers are visible 
at all times. 

Up to 2.9m
No requirements if projection less than

305mm on both sides

Overall width greater than 2.9m but less  
than 3.5m or any projection over 305mm

Marker boards and police notification

Overall width greater than 3.5m but less than 5m
Marker boards, police notification, attendant in cab

Overall width greater than 5m but less than 6.1m
Marker boards, police notification, attendant, DFT approval & special speed limits

305mm 305mm

Vehicle width within 
construction and use  

limits <2.55m

Wide loads

11

Clearly visible

+End markers

+Attendant

+Police notification

+Additional side markers

+ 4.5m

+ 3.05m

+ 2m

+ 1m

+ 2m

+ 3.05m

+ 5m

Long loads
There are no specified requirements for loads projecting 
rearwards up to one metre and forwards up to two 
metres. However, it is good practice to ensure that these 
are also clearly visible.

Remember: 
if you are unsure of any of the load limits then ask.
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Winter driving tips

19.1 Vision
Ensure you keep you windscreen clean!

Through the winter months dazzle from the low sun can 
be a particular problem. Improve vision significantly by 
making sure that the windscreen is clean – inside and 
out. Scratches, abrasion and chips on the outside can 
also worsen the dazzling effect of the sun. 

Use air conditioning if fitted for faster demisting and to 
reduce condensation on cold windows. 

Keep the windscreen and other windows clear – if your 
vision is obscured through dirt, snow, stickers, newspapers 
and rubbish on the dashboard you could face prosecution. 

Check windscreen wipers and replace if necessary. 
Windscreen washer fluid should be topped up with 
additive to reduce the chance of freezing in cold 
weather. Remove snow from the roof as well as from 
windows. Snow piled up on the roof can fall onto the 
windscreen obscuring your view and can also be a 
hazard to other road users. 

19.2 Headlights and number plates
Check that all lights are working and clean. You must 
use headlights when visibility is reduced. You may also 
use front or rear fog lights (when visibility falls below 
100 metres) but these must be switched off when 
visibility improves as they can dazzle other road users 
and obscure your brake lights. Keep number plates clean 
too as you can be fined if they are dirty and illegible.

REMEMBER!
Put safety before punctuality, especially when bad 
weather closes in. 

19.3 Driving in snow and ice
Stopping distances are ten times longer in ice and snow. 
Gentle manoeuvres are the key to safe driving. 

When climbing a hill, it’s important to avoid having 
to stop on the hill by waiting until it is clear of other 
vehicles or by leaving plenty of room between you and 
the vehicle in front. Try to maintain a constant speed, 
choosing the most suitable gear well in advance to avoid 
having to change down on the hill. 

When driving downhill reduce your speed before the 
descent, use a low gear and try to avoid using the 
brakes. Leave as much room as possible between you 
and the vehicle in front. 

Always apply brakes gently.

19.4 Floods and standing water
Only drive through water if you know that it’s not too 
deep for your vehicle. Drive slowly and steadily to avoid 
creating a bow wave. Water ingestion into the engine 
can cause catastrophic damage which will result in 
engine failure and an expensive repair. 

As you drive slowly through standing water keep the 
engine rev’s high by using a lower gear. 
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CLOCS
Vehicle 
checking in 
operation

Refusal of 
access to site

In the event of non-conformance the 
vehicle may be refused entry and 
a non-conformance report completed

1. Vehicle 
Operator Check

3. Driver Check2. Vehicle Check

Vehicle operator must 
be certi�ed at minimum 
FORS bronze level. FORS 
is the Fleet Operator 
Recognition Scheme
www.fors-online.org.uk 

• Driver must have a valid driving
 licence for the vehicle they are driving

• Driver must be able to prove they   
 have undertaken approved vulnerable  
 road user training

Any vehicle over 3.5 tonne gvw shall 
have the following vulnerable road user 
safety kit �tted:

Blind-spot minimisation:
1  Class V and VI mirrors
2  A method of minimising the vehicle
    blind-spots eg camera system and/or
    sensor system and/or Fresnel lens
    (the system must be working)

3 Side under-run protection (both sides)

4 Audible alert for vehicle turning left

5 Vulnerable road user warning signage

Looking out 
for vulnerable 
road users

To �nd out more please visit 
www.clocs.org.uk

All HGVs* arriving on this site 
must conform to the CLOCS 
Standard for construction 
logistics. To comply three checks 
must be completed before entry.
*over 3.5 tonnes gvw

Side under-run 
protection 
(on both sides)

Vulnerable road user 
warning signage

Close-proximity sensors 
and blind-spot camera

Audible alert for 
vehicle turning left

Class V and 
VI mirrors

2
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Breakdown recovery names and numbers

Useful contact names and numbers

Public weighbridges

Notes
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